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B 3moxy, koraa 6e30nacHOCTb NPOrpaMMHOIO0 o0ecreYeHus U 3a1UUTAa MHTEJIEKTYaJbHOH cO0CTBEHHOCTH UMEKT
NEePBOCTENICHHOE 3HAYeHUe, 00dycKanus MCXOJHOI0 KOAA AJs NPeJOoTBPALICHUS PeBepCc HHKUHMPHHIA CTAja
KPUTHYECKH Ba)KHbIM aCIEeKTOM pa3padoTKM NpOrpaMMHoOro odecmeuyenusi. B naHHoM craTbe Mcciaenyercs
npuMeHenue TexHuku Control Flow Flattening, momnoro meroaa 3amyTbiBaHMSI KOJa, K IporpaMmam,
HanucaHHbiM Ha Kotlin. Kotlin, coBpemenHblii 1 Ha0upawomui nonyJsipHOCTb SI3bIK NPOrpaMMHUPOBAHUS,
U3BECTHBIH CBOMM JIAKOHUYHBIM CHHTAKCHCOM H (QYHKUHOHAJIBLHOH COBMecTHMOCTbIO ¢ Java. OgHako
0COO0EHHOCTH SI3bIKA TAKIKe CO34aI0T YHMKAJIbHbIe NP00JeMbl, KOT1a AeJI0 J0XOAUT A0 00 dyckanuu koaa/

Huke paccmatpuBaercs koHuenuusi Control Flow Flattening, o6pamasi BHMManue Ha eé mpeuMyllecTBa MO
CPaBHEHMIO ¢ APYruMU MetogamMu o0dyckanuu. 3atem yrayoumcsi B ocodenHoctu peasuzauuu Control Flow
Flattening B Kotlin, onucap TpeGoBaHMsl, HHCTPYMEHTHI W NMOMIAroBsiii npouecc. Croaa BXOAUT CHHTAKCHYECKMIi
a”Haau3 ucxoaHoro koaa Kotlin, naenTudukanusa u npeodpa3oBanue CTPYKTYp NMOTOKAa YNPaBJIeHHs, a TaKiKe
NMOBTOpPHAas cOopKa Koaa.

Knrouesle cinoBa: O0¢yckarusi, Control Flow Flattening Kotlin, 3amura nporpamHoro obecrieueHusI.

OBFUSCATION OF KOTLIN PROGRAMS USING THE CONTROL FLOW
FLATTENING TECHNIQUE
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In an era where software security and intellectual property protection are of paramount importance, obfuscating
source code to hinder reverse engineering and tampering has become a critical aspect of software development.
This paper explores the application of control flow flattening, a powerful obfuscation technique, to Kotlin
programs. Kotlin, a modern and increasingly popular programming language, is known for its concise syntax and
interoperability with Java. However, the language's features also present unique challenges when it comes to
obfuscation.

We begin by providing an overview of Kotlin and the concept of control flow flattening, highlighting its benefits
and comparison with other obfuscation techniques. We then delve into the implementation of control flow
flattening in Kotlin, detailing the requirements, tools, and step-by-step process. This includes parsing the Kotlin
source code, identifying and transforming control flow structures, and reassembling the flattened code. Through
case studies and examples, we demonstrate the efficacy of control flow flattening in obfuscating Kotlin programs
and analyze the performance and security implications of the technique.
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Finally, we discuss the limitations of control flow flattening in Kotlin, potential countermeasures against
obfuscation, and opportunities for future research and development. Our findings underscore the importance of

software obfuscation in contemporary software development and encourage further exploration of advanced
techniques to protect Kotlin programs from reverse engineering and unauthorized tampering.

Keywords: Obfuscation, Control Flow Flattening Kotlin, software protection.

BBeaenue

B coBpemMeHHOM IM(PPOBOM MUPE MPOrPaAMMHOE 0OECIIeUeHUE IIOBCEMECTHO PACIPOCTPAHEHO
U UrpaeT BaXHYI pOJIb B PaA3IUYHBIX OTpPacisiX W CEKTopax. B pesynpTaTe 3ammra
WHTEJUICKTyalIbHOM ~ COOCTBEHHOCTH  NMPOTPAMMHOTO  OOECHEeYeHHss W TPEJOTBpAIICHUE
HECaHKIIMOHUPOBAHHOTO JIOCTYIIA K UCXOJHOMY KOAY CTalld KPUTUYECKUMHU BOXKHBIMU IMTPOOTIEMaMH.
OO0dyckammsi MPOrpaMMHOTO OOECHEYeHUST — OTO METOJ, HCIOJB3YyeMbIH IS JTOCTHIKEHUS
BBIIICONHMCAHHBIX IeJIe MyTeM MpeAHAMEPEHHOTO0 M3MEHEHHUS HMCXOJIHOr0 KOJa WM JIBOMYHBIX
(baitioB mporpamMmsbl, 4TO JenaeT ee Oojiee CIOXKHOU sl MOHUMAaHMsI, peBepC MHKMHUPUHTA WUITN
Moaudukamu 6e3 ymepba 1 ee GyHKIIMOHaIbHOCTH. [1, 2]

Kotlin, pa3paborannsiii JetBrains, — 3T0 cOBpeMEHHBIN S3bIK MPOTPAMMHUPOBAHUS CO
CTaTUYECKON THUMHU3alUel, 3aBOCBABIIMN 3HAYUTEIBHYIO TOIMYJISPHOCTh Onaromaps cBoew
JJAKOHUYHOCTH, BBIPA3UTEIBHOCTH W TOJHOW coBMmecTuMocTd ¢ Java. C pocrom uucia
pa3paboTUnKOB, UCTONB3yomuX Kotlin a1 pa3nuyHbIX TPHIOKEHUH, B TOM YUCIIC JUTS HAITUCAHUS
nporpamMm, Ha 0aze omepannoHHON cuctembl Android, morpeOHOCTH B 3((EKTUBHBIX METOJax
o0¢dyckanuu B skocucteme Kotlin cranoButcs Oonee BakHOH, yeMm Korga-nubo. Xots Kotlin
npeaiaraeT psa GyHKIUN, yIPOIAIOUINX pa3paboTKy, 3TH e (PYHKIIMH MOTYT CO3/1aBaTh MPOOIEMbI
pu 00 ycKaluu UCXOIHOTO KOJa.

Control Flow Flattening — sTo MomuHbIi MeTo1 00(hyCKaIiK, KOTOPbI HAlpaBjieH Ha TO,
9TOOBI CKPBITH JIOTUKY TPOTPAMMBI ITyTEM TpeoOpa3oBaHusl CTPYKTYP MOTOKA YIPABICHUS, TAKUX
KaK IUKJIIbI, YCIIOBHBIE OTIEPATOPBI M BEI3OBBI (DYHKITHI, B SUHYIO CIIOKHYIO CTPYKTYPY YIIPABICHHS.
DTO0 cephe3HO 3aTPYIHSICT aHATU3 U PEBEPC MHKUHUPUHT MTPOTPAMMBI, TIpe jIaras JOMOTHUTEIbHBIN
YpOBEHb O€30MacHOCTH W 3allUThl WHTEJUIEKTyaldbHOW coOcTBeHHOCTH. Hmke wuccnemyercs
npumenenue Control Flow Flattening k nmporpammam Ha Kotlin, nonpo6Ho omnuckiBast mporecc
peanu3aium.

1.  S3sik nporpammupoBanus Kotlin
Kotlin npenyaraer pa3iauuHble NMPeUMYILECTBa MO CPABHEHUIO C TPAJUIMOHHBIMH S3bIKAMH
POTpaMMHUPOBaHUS, TAKUMH Kak Java. HekoTopble U3 KIIFOYEeBBIX MTPEUMYIIIECTB BKITIOYAIOT B CeOsI:

o  Kpamrxocmy: cuntakcuc Kotlin no3possier pa3paboTdyrikaM BbIpakaTh CBOM HaMEPEHUS C
MIOMOILBI0 MEHBIIET0 KOJUYECTBA CTPOK KOJa, 4TO JAeiaeT KojJ Oojee 4UTaOeIbHBbIM U
YIOOHBIM JUISI COTTPOBOKICHUS.

e bezonacnocms: Kotlin umeer BerpoeHnsle null safety ¢yHkumonan, cHuxkaroume
BeposiTHOCTH NullPointerExceptions, pacrpocTpaHeHHOTO HCTOYHHKA OIIMOOK B Java.

®  BuipasumenvrHocmy: Kotlin Bkitouaet B cedst pazianuHble QYHKIMU, TaKHe Kak JiiMOa-
BBIpQKEHUS, (QYHKUMH pACIIMPEHUS U HHTEIUICKTYyalbHble IPHUBEIEHHs, KOTOpbIE
MO3BOJISIIOT pa3paboTynuKaM nucath 00siee BhIPa3UTENbHbIN U 3 (HEKTUBHBIN KOI.
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o (Cosmecmumocms: Kotlin MoxkeT OecrpensaTcCTBEHHO B3aMMOJICHCTBOBATh ¢ KOJIOM Java,
MTO3BOJISAS Pa3paboOTYMKaM UCII0JIb30BATh CYIIECTBYIONINE OMOINOTEKH Java 1 mocTeneHHo

MIEPEHOCUTH CyIIECTBYIoMHe MpoeKThl Ha Kotlin 6e3 npobiiem ¢ COBMECTUMOCTBIO.

e [loooepoicka: JetBrains, xommanus, crosmas 3a Kotlin, mpenocraBiser OTIMYHYIO
NOJICP>KKY MHCTpyMeHTOB, BKitouas IntelliJ IDEA, koTopas npeziaraer paciupeHHbie
¢ynkuun Kotlin s penaktupoBanus Kojaa, peakTOpUHra U OTIAIKH.

HecmoTps Ha cBOM MHOrOYMClIeHHbIE mpenmymiecTBa, Kotlin Takxke craikuBaercs ¢
YHUKaJIBHBIMH Mpo0ieMaMy, KOTJa JeNo A0XOmuT a0 oO¢yckamuu. Hexoropsle u3 mpobiem
BKJIIOYAIOT B ceOs:

®  Bcmpoennvie @pynxyuu: Kotlin mo3Bonser pa3paboTyuKaM HCIOIb30BaTh BCTPOCHHBIC
(GYHKIMH, KOTOPhIE MHTETPUPYIOTCS HEMOCPEICTBEHHO B BBI3BIBAIOIIMN KOJ BO BpEMs
KOMITHJISIIIMH. DTa QYHKITHS MOXKET YCIOKHHUTS Ipoliecc 00 ycKanuu, mocKoJIbKy TpeOyer
peoOpa3oBaHusl BCTPOCHHOTO KO/Ia B KOHTEKCTE BBI3BIBAIOIIEH (YHKIINH.

®  Pe¢hnexyus: mopnmepxkka otpaxkenuss B Kotlin, xoropas mo3BoisieT HCCIENOBATh H
MOJU(DUIMPOBATH CTPYKTYPY HPOTpaMMBI BO BPEMs BBIIOJIHEHHS, MOXET 3aTPyIHHTH
COKPBITHE JIOTHKH U ITOBEJCHHUS IIPOTPaMMBbI IOCPEACTBOM 3aITy THIBAHUSI.

® Bwiso0 munog: TponBUHYTas cucrema BbBoAa TunoB Kotlin Moxer 3arpyaHUTbH
3almyThIBAaHHE IIPOTPaMMBI, IIOCKOJIBKY OHa TpeOyeT COXpaHEHUs MpPaBUILHON
nH(OpMALIAY O TUTIE B TIporiecce 00dycKamuu.

2. Control flow flattening

Texuuka o6dyckammu Control flow flattening BkitouaeT B ceOs mpeoOpa3oBaHUE IMKIIOB,
YCIIOBHBIX BBIP@KCHWH W BBI30BOB (DYHKIHMI B €IUHYIO CIOXHYIO YIPABISIONIYIO CTPYKTYpPY,
OOBIYHO pealln3yeMylo C HCIOJb30BaHUEM oreparopa switch u nukia aucnerdepa. Bmecre, 310
3aTpyAHSET Ul 3JI0YMBILIUIEHHUKA CIIEOBAaHHUE TOYHOMY IOPSJKY BBINOJHEHHUS MPOTPAMMHOIO
KOJa U MOHUMaHUs npeanosnaraeMoro noseneHus nporpammsl.[3] Control flow flattening — sT0
METO/, HE ABJISAIOIINNCS UCKITIOUUTENBHBIM JJI1 KOHKPETHOTO SI3bIKA TPOrpaMMHMPOBAHUS, UTO JIEIaeT
€ro TOJXOMSAIINM JIJTsl 00(yCcKauu OOJIBIIOTO KOJMYECTBA MPOTPAMM, HATMCAHHBIX Ha Pa3IMUHbIX
S3BIKaxX MporpammupoBanus, Bkimodas Kotlin. [To cpaBHeHHIO ¢ IpYyrHMU TOCTYITHBIMH METOAAMU
o0¢yckanuu, Control flow flattenin sBnsercs Oojee yCTOWYMBBIM K aBTOMAaTU3MPOBAHHBIM
WHCTPYMEHTaM Je00(]ycKaIiu, OCKOJIbKY OH BBOAWT HETPHBHAJIBHBIE MTPeoOpa3oBaHus, KOTOPHIE
TPYAHO BEpHYTh BenATh.[2] Tak ke, 1715 JTyd1nei 3amuTsl nporpaMMHoro ooecnedenusi, Control flow
flattening MOKHO MCIIOJIB30BaTh B COUETAHUU C JPYTMMU METOJIAMH 3allyThIBaHUS JUIsl CO3/IaHUS
MHOT'OYPOBHEBOM CTpAaTEruu 3allUThl HCXOJIHOTO KOAA.

CymiecTByeT MHOKECTBO JOCTYIHBIX METOA0B 00(yCKalMK, KaXKABII U3 KOTOPBIX UMEET CBOU
CHJIbHBIC U ci1a0ble CTOpOHBI. Hike mpuBeieHp Hanbosee pacpoCcTpaHEHHBIE METOIBI:

Jlexcuueckas obgyckayus: TIepeUMEHOBAHUE NEepEeMEHHBIX, (PYHKIMHA U KJIaccoB, YTOOBI
clIenaTth KOJ| TpyAHEee ISl YTCHUS U TIOHUMAaHUs. XO0TsI 9TOT METOJT MOXKET OBITh ITPOCT B PeaT3alliH,
3JIOYMBIIIICHHUKY OTHOCHTEIBHO JIETKO OOOHTH €ro ¢ TIOMOIIbI0 aBTOMAaTH3MPOBAHHBIX
MHCTPYMEHTOB.

Ob6ghyckayus OanHvix: N3MEHEHUE TMPEJICTaBICHHs JaHHBIX, HanpuMmep, MudpoBaHue CTPOK
WA U3MEHEHHE CTPYKTYP MAaCCHBOB, YTOOBI CKPBITh UX 3HAYEHHUE UJIM UCHOJIb30BaHUE. DTOT METOJ
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MOJKET IOMOYb 3aIUTHTh KOH(DUICHIIMAIBHBIC TaHHBIE, HO MOXET OBITh HE TaK YP(PEKTHBECH IPOTUB

ONBITHBIX PEBEPC-UHKEHEPOB. [4]

Bupmyanuzayus xooa: npeodpazoBaHue Koia B MPOMEKYTOUYHOE MPEICTABICHUE, KOTOPOE
BBINIOJIHAETCS CHENMAIbHOW BUPTYaJIbHOM MAUIMHOM, YTO YCJIOXKHSET aHaIM3. XOTS 3TOT METOJ
MOXET 00€CleUnTh HAJACKHYIO 3aIUTy, OH TAaKXKE€ MOXET MPUBECTH K 3HAYUTEIBHBIM MOTEPSM
MIPOU3BOIUTENBHOCTHU. [ 5]

3. Peammzauus Control flow flattening B Kotlin

[Ipumenenune Control flow flattening k peanbHOMY S3BIKY MPOTPAMMHPOBAHUS BKIHOYACT
peoOpa3oBaHue CIOXKHBIX CTPYKTYP MOTOKA YIPABICHUS B €AMHYIO TUIOCKYIO CTPYKTYpy. DTOT
MIPOIIECC MOKET UMETH PsiJl MPOOIIEM U3-3a ONPEICIICHHBIX SI3bIKOBBIX KOHCTPYKIIMA 1 OCOOEHHOCTEH,
YCIIOXKHSIIOIINX TPeoOpazoBaHue.

[ukiel, Takue kak while, do wim for, MOTyT OBITH CIIOKHBIMH IS CTIIQXKHBAHHUS, TTOCKOJIBKY
OHHM BKJIIOYAIOT HECKOJIBKO UTEpAIMil C pa3iu4HbIMU ycioBusiMHU. CriakuBaHue IUKIIa TpeOyer
peoOpa30BaHUs €ro B INIOCKYIO CTPYKTYPY, KOTOpas COXpaHseT UCXOAHYIO () YHKIIMOHAIBHOCTD, HO
3aTpyJHSET aHalIW3 W MOHUMAaHHE KOAa 3JOYMBIIUICHHHKAMH. JTO BKJIIOYAaeT B ceds 3aMeHy
3aroJIOBKOB IIMKJIA oriepatopamu if, CoOxpaHeHUs UCXOIHOM JIOTUKU MOTOKA U YIIPaBJICHUE KIIOYeBOU
TEPEMEHHOM.

var i =
while (i < 5) {
println("Iteration: $1")

i++

Pucynok 1 — Yacte xoaa coneprkaiero nuki while

var i =
var loopCondition = true
while (loopCondition) {
if (1 <5 {
println("Iteration: )
i++
} else {

loopCondition = false

Pucynok 2 — Koxa, O6¢ycuupoBanssiii ¢ moMompeio Meroaa Control Flow Flatekrmrg.
B o6dycruposannoit Bepcun (PrucyHok 2) ucxomusiii nuka while 3aMeHsieTcst criiakeHHBIM

koM while u omeparopom if. CocTosHHME NHMKJIA KOHTPOIUPYETCS MEPEMEHHOW KIFOYEeBON
loopCondition, 4To 3aTpyAHSET aHAINU3 U TIOHUMaHKUE OOIIEH TOTUKH MTPOTPAMMBI.
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KiroueBoe cinoBo when B Kotlin, cxoxee ¢ oneparopom switch B C++, MokeT OBITH CIOKHO

CrIaauTh u3-3a crneunedpuuHoro cuHtakcuca (Pucynok 3). Jlinst 00paOOTKHM  KOHCTPYKIHA

IepeKIIrovaTesel mporecc Npeodpa3oBaHus 10JKEH rapaHTUPOBATh, YTO CBEAECHHBIN KOJ] COXpaHSIET
HCXOJHOE MOBEACHNUE U MPABWIBHO PEATU3yEeT U3MEHEHMsI IOTOKA YIPABIECHUS, IPOJUKTOBAaHHbBIC
METKaMU case.

val number =
when (number) {
-> println("One")
-> println("Two")
-> println("Three™)
else -> println("Unknown™)

Pucynok 3 — KiroueBoe ciioBo when

val number =
var loopCondition = true
while (loopCondition) {
loopCondition = when (number) {
> {
println("One")
false

> {
println("Two™)
false

> {
println("Three™)
false

}

else > {
println("Unknown™)
false

Pucynok 4 — O6¢ycuupoBaHHas Bepcus Koja,
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B 3amyTanHO# Bepcuu MCXO0IHAsE KOHCTPYKIMS switch 3aMeHeHa yIUIONMICHHBIM [UKI0M While

1 BJIIOYKEHHBIM oriepaTopoM when. YciioBueMm 1ukiia ynpasiset nepemernas loopCondition, kotopast
rapaHTUpyeT COXpaHEHUE NCXOAHOTO MMOBEICHUS, HO 3aTPYAHSIET aHAJIHU3 KOJa.

[IpumeHeHne BbIpaBHUBaHMA IIOTOKAa YympaBieHUs K mporpammam Ha Kotlin moxer
noTpedoBaTh 0OpaIIeHus K cneru(puIHbIM JUIs S3bIKa (YHKIHUAM, TAKAM KaK BCTPOCHHBIE (QyHKITHH.
Kotlin mognepxuBaet BCTpOCHHBIE (DYHKIIMU, KOTOPBIE MTO3BOJISIIOT KOMITWISATOPY 3aMEHSTh BHI30BBI
¢byHkuui pakTHdeckuM TeIoM (DYHKIMH B MECTE BBI30BA BO BpPEMsI KOMITHJISLUU. JTO MOXKET
MOBBICHTH MTPOU3BOIUTEIIEHOCTh, HO CO3JIAET MPOOJIEMbI IPU MPUMEHEHHH BBIPABHUBAHHS MTOTOKA
ynpasienus. [loatomy, pazpaboTyrkamM pPEKOMEHOBAHO HE HCIIOJIb30BaTh sIBHbIC (QyHKIMH 0e3
SIBHOM HEOOXOIMMOCTH.

Tak sxe, Kotlin mognep>kxuBaeT BBIBOJ THUIIOB, YTO TO3BOJISIET KOMIWISATOPY aBTOMAaTHYECKU
OTIPEJICNIATH TUII IIEPEMEHHON NI BHIPAKEHHS HA OCHOBE MX UCTIOIB30BAHUS. DTO MOXKET YCIOKHUTh
nporecc 00 ycKaum, TOCKOJIBKY MPH MPE0Opa30BaHUH CTPYKTYP IMMOTOKA YIPABICHUS HEOOXO MO
YYUTBIBATH TPEATIONIATaeMbIE THITHI.

bnaronmapss paccmorpenuto 3tux creruduuHbix s Kotlin GyHKIMiA ¥ npenocTaBiIeHuo
NPUMEPOB KOJIa CIIQKHWBAaHUE IOTOKA YIPABICHUS MOXET OBbITh I(PPEKTUBHO HPUMEHEHO K
nporpammam Ha Kotlin, uro caenaer ux Oojiee yCTOMYMBBIMU K OOpPaTHOMY NMPOCKTUPOBAHHIO U
aHaJn3y.

BriBoa

Brlitie OB paccMOTPEHBI TPOOJIEMBI, BO3HUKAIOIINE TMPU TPUMEHECHUW BBHIPABHUBAHUS
MOTOKA YIPAaBIEHUS K s3BIKY IporpammupoBanus Kotlin, mpemokeHbl BO3MOXHBIC PEIICHUS U
npuMepsl kojaa amst o0padotku cnennduunsix ans Kotlin pynakiuii.

D} PeKTUBHOCTD CTIAKMBAaHUS MOTOKA YIPABJICHUS MOYXHO TMOBBICUTH, KOMOMHHUPYS €ro C
IPYTUMH MeToJIaMu 00(yCKAIIUU U MOCTOSIHHO OOHOBIISISL M YJIy4Iliast po1iecc.

XOoTsl criaXuBaHWE TOTOKA YIPaBJICHUS HE SBISIETCS aOCOJIOTHBIM — pElIEHUEM
BBIIIICONMCAHHBIX YSI3BUMOCTEH, TO BAXKHBIN 1Iar K ooecrieuennto oezonacHocT nporpamm Kotlin.
Pemas mpoOnemMbl M OrpaHUYCHUS, CBSA3aHHBIC C 3THM METOJIOM, W HW3ydas HOBBIE pa3pabOTKu B
obnactu o0dyckauu Koja, pa3padOTUNKH MOTYT TOBBICUTh O€30MaCHOCTh U YCTOMYHUBOCTH CBOMX
nporpamMMm Ha Kotlin k peBepc-UHXHHUPUHTY U BPEJOHOCHBIM aTaKaM.
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